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Flat Stanley Presentation
Member: Mike Conaway
Staff Contact: Jeff Burton

ABOUT THIS EVENT: In the book, Flat Stanley, by Jeff Brown, Stanley is squashed flat by 
a falling bulletin board. One of the many advantages is that Flat Stanley can now visit 
his friends by traveling in an envelope. The Flat Stanley Project was started by a group 
of teachers who wanted to provide students with another reason to write and learn about 
other students around the world. Students make paper Flat Stanleys and begin a jour-
nal with him for a few days. Then Flat Stanley and the journal are sent to another school 
where students there treat Flat Stanley as a guest and complete the journal. In this case, 
Flat Stanley is sent to their local Congressional Office who takes him around Washington, 
DC and/or their district for a week or two. Once completed, the Member of Congress 
returns to the school to talk with the students. They can then plot his travels on maps and 
learn about where he went and what he learned in his travels. Flat Stanley is an excellent 
district outreach tool that is sure to garner some press attention and positive results.

PREPARATION
Who is involved?
Congressman Conaway, his wife Suzanne, district regional staff and press secretary

Are any outside groups involved?
Elementary Schools throughout the district

Timeframe for preparation:
Very little, depending on the quality of presentation desired.  Have the Member of Con-
gress take Flat Stanley around Washington, DC for a week or two, take pictures, and then 
have someone put together a packet for them to present to the school. 

Press Component
What press did you invite:
Regional newspapers, tv and radio stations. 

What went into your press plan for the event?
A Media Advisory and follow up calls from our office and from the school. In the rural 
area’s, a local contact always seems to help get coverage.

Other Important Information:
How often do you hold this event?
Depending on requests from the schools, usually two to three times a year

Other important tips for someone planning an event like this:
Visit http://www.flatstanley.com/ for more information.
Surprisingly, most people know about Flat Stanley and are happy to have their picture 
taken. Depending on the school, different degrees of preparation are needed as the time-
frame doesn’t always allow for as much time to put together the attached packet. The best 
part of the project is going back to the school and telling the children everywhere Flat 
Stanley had been and explaining how their government works. 


